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14 March 2012 (AP) ANTANANARIVO - A lawyer says an Israeli businessman has been convicted in 
Madagascar in a mercenary plot to overthrow the government of this troubled Indian Ocean island. 

Harlette Rafanomadio says Joseph Akiva, convicted Tuesday of acting as a mercenary and forming an illegal commando 
unit, was given a suspended three-year prison sentence and ordered to leave the country. 

In 2009, Akiva was accused of taking part in military action to suppress demonstrators who supported a rival to the former 
president. Dozens of demonstrators were killed. 

Soon after, presidential rival Andry Rajoelina took power in a coup. He has since used the courts against his exiled 
predecessor and those who supported him. 

Akiva had returned to Madagascar to restart construction projects when he was arrested in January, his lawyer said. 

28 Dec, 2010. HAMSHAHRI (Iran) "A member of Monafeqin group [Mojahedin-e Khalq 
Organization, MKO] and Mossad spy executed today morning." The detailed report cites 
information department of Tehran judiciary and says that a MKO member was and alleged Mossad 
spy were executed in Tehran Evin prison. According to the report, the MKO member had got 
training in Iraq to execute sabotage operations in Iran and the other person had supplied 
classified documents to Israeli intelligence agency Mossad. 

Dec, 24, 2010 -- The Times (UK). The arrest of a senior Kosovo official has raised new questions 
about government involvement in the black market in human organs. Ilir Rrecaj, the Permanent 
Secretary at the Health Ministry, has been charged with abuse of office for allegedly issuing a 
bogus licence to an organ-snatching clinic near the airport in Pristina, the capital . . . Police raided 
the clinic and found an Israel citizen, Bezalel Shifran, in postoperative care after a kidney 
transplant. The family's lawyer told The Times that the process had cost Mr Shifran $180,000. Mr 
Shifran has since died in Israel, but not of kidney failure, the lawyer said. Mr Rrecaj was arrested 
within hours of the raid, after clinic staff presented police with a "licence" for organ transplants 
bearing the Health Ministry seal, allegedly signed by him. The purported licence violated a ban on 
organ transplants under Kosovo's health code. Prosecutors allege Mr Rrecaj received a bribe of at 
least «5,000. He has pleaded not guilty. So far, seven people have appeared in court to face 
charges, six of them Kosovan doctors. They include Lutfi Dervishi, a leading Kosovan urologist 
who is a professor at Pristina University Hospital, and his son Arban, who ran the clinic. Also 
charged is Driton Jilta, a medical officer for the Organisation of Security and Co-operation in 
Europe in Kosovo. He has been suspended on full pay. Prosecutors say that Mr Dervishi went to a 
medical conference in Istanbul in 2006 seeking someone to perform the transplants. He was 
contacted six months later by Yusuf Sonmez, a Turkish surgeon - now disbarred - who has been 
dubbed "The Butcher" by the Turkish press. Interpol warrants have been issued for Sonmez and a 
Turkish-Israeli man, Moshe Harel, who allegedly facilitated the transactions. Mr Harel is 
currently in Israel after skipping bail set by a Mauritian UN judge, who accepted claims 
that he needed to attend religious rituals after his mother's death. "This is one of the 
biggest jokes," Motty Tzivin, Mr Harel's Israeli lawyer, said. "This religious justification was 
accepted by the judge, and he released him. He left and never came back." 

Dec. 24, 2010 -- Daily Nation (Kenya). Drug trafficking has captured sections of the business 
and political elite, soaking the fabric of affluent society, according to detailed crime intelligence 
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information seen by the Daily Nation. Sixteen well known Kenyans - among them national 
politicians, business magnates, senior police officers, a popular rapper and a beauty queen - are 
deeply involved in the drug trade, according to the report. The hub of the drug trade is the port of 
Mombasa where hard drugs - cocaine and heroin - are handled for the domestic and international 
markets ... An Israeli is mentioned as having taken advantage of his employer, a 
telecommunications company contracted by the [paramilitary] General Service Unit and 
the Administration Police, to move cargo in and out of Kenya. 

Dec, 18, 2010 -- The Guardian. The Israeli market for donor livers has been well-documented, 

and most international trafficking rings have involved wealthy Israeli patients on so- 
called "transplant tours". Organ donation in Israel is low due to concerns in the Orthodox 
community about the body after death . . . Last monththe recipients of organs illegally 
tranplanted in a private hospital in South Africa were described as Israelis. The donors - 
said to have included children - were Brazilians and Romanians paid $6,000 (£3,869) for a kidney. 
Netcare of South Africa, which also runs hospitals in Britain, admitted in court to receiving R3.8m 
(£342,000) from an illegal organ trafficking syndicate. 

Dec 4, 2010 -- NY Daily News. A BROOKLYN RABBI and three of his sons are accused of preying 
on four female relatives - and the sexual abuse may have started as many as 15 years ago. 
Detectives suspect Rabbi Gershon Kranczer, 58, abused two underage relatives, while three of 
his sons - ages 24, 21 and 15 - repeatedly attacked other girls, police said. Investigators said 
Kranczer and his 21-year-old son, Asher, who is legally blind, fled to Israel Monday and haven't 
been found. The rabbi's 24-year-old son, Yechezkel Kranczer, turned himself in to the NYPD 
Thursday, and the 15-year-old - whose name is being withheld - surrendered to police the day 
before. 

Sep. 4, 2010 -- Los Angeles Times. In 2003, a farmworker showed up in the Hollywood offices of 
a Thai community organization with a harrowing tale. The Thai national described being lured to 
the United States with promises of a three-year contract and $1,900 in monthly pay to harvest 
pineapples in Maui -- nearly twice as much as the average annual income in Thailand for most 
impoverished workers like himself. Instead, he alleged, associates of a Beverly Hills labor 
recruiting firm forced him and fellow Thai farmworkers into virtual slave labor with substandard 
wages, inadequate food and housing and threats of deportation and physical violence if they tried 
to escape. Now, in what authorities call the largest human-trafficking case in U.S. history, a 
federal grand jury in Honolulu this week indicted the owner and four employees of Global 
Horizons Manpower, Inc. along with two Thai labor recruiters, on charges of engaging in a 
conspiracy to coerce the labor of those workers and about 400 other Thai nationals . . . Global 
Horizons President Mordechai Orian, an Israeli national, turned himself in to the FBI on Friday in 
Honolulu and was to appear in court that afternoon. All other defendants have been arrested or 
accounted for, according to FBI spokesman Tom Simon in Honolulu. A receptionist answering the 
phone at Global Horizons said no one was available for comment. The company's website said its 
labor contracting network spanned 15 countries and recruited workers on four continents from 
such countries as Thailand, India, Nepal and Israel, as well as from Eastern and Western Europe. 

August 9, 2010 -- Press TV. Ukrainian police have smashed an Israeli-run organ-trafficking 
network illegally recruiting organ donors to send their body parts to Israel. 

Ukrainian authorities said on Friday that twelve people, most of them Israelis, were arrested for 
taking part in a scheme to recruit organ donors from Ukraine and other former Soviet countries 
via internet and transplant the organs into Israelis who had ordered them in advance. The 
network, which sought mostly kidneys, offered as much as USD 10,000 per body part and 
according to Ukraine's interior ministry most of the organ donors were impoverished young 
women. The head of the ministry's department on human trafficking, Yuriy Kucher, said the 
transplant surgeries, which cost up to USD 200,000 an operation, were performed in Kiev, 
Azerbaijan and Ecuador. 

Four surgeons are among the arrested. The Israeli head of the ring was arrested last month. 

Initial investigations revealed that the ring's profits totaled an estimated USD 18 million a year. 
The illegal network was operating for three years. Those arrested could face up to 15 years in 
prison if convicted of human trafficking. 
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The latest Israeli-involved organ scandal comes nearly four months after another organ trafficking 
ring was discovered in Israel, which offered USD 100,000 for kidneys in its advertisements in local 
newspapers. While the organization sold the kidneys for USD 140,000, some of the organ donors 
received no money after their kidneys were removed in countries, including Azerbaijan and the 
Philippines. A retired Israeli army brigadier general and two lawyers were arrested in 
connection with this trafficking. 

June 28, 2010 -- Politico -- A federal grand jury in Miami, Florida has indicted an Israeli defense 
consultant and an American citizen of conspiring to transfer hundreds of AK-47s to northern 
Somalia. 

Chanoch Miller, an Israeli aeronautical engineer who previously served as an executive with 
Israel's Radom Aviation, was indicted on June 17, 2010 on seven counts of conspiring to export 
defense equipment to an embargoed nation, Somalia, money laundering, providing false end user 
certificates, and related charges. 

His co-defendant's name is redacted in the indictment but is described as an American citizen. 

Beginning in April, according to the indictment, Miller conspired with his American co-defendant to 
find an air cargo service to fly hundreds of AK-47s from Bosnia to the northern Somalian city of 
Banderal, using false end user certificates of Chad, in violation of U.S. arms export control laws. 
Somalia is under a UN arms embargo. But the transport services source they contacted turned out 
to be an informant for the U.S. Customs and Immigrations Enforcement (ICE) agency, the 
indictment describes. 

"On April 15, 2010, [redacted name of co-defendant] sent an email to an Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement confidential informant (hereafter Cl) and asked if Cl had Antonov 12 or 
similar line [aircraft] available for two charter flights from Bosnia to Africa to lift 12 tons on each 
flight for two round trips, landing in Africa "to unload mil equipments" and return to Bosnia for a 
second trip," the indictment reads. 

"On April 21, 2010, [blacked out] sent an email to the Cl and advised the Cl that the cargo would 
be Boxed AK-47s, 6 to 7.6 tons, and that the Cl could choose to use AN26 or AN12 aircraft from 
Tuzla Bosnia to Banderal, Northern Somalia and that payment would be made by wire transfer or 
cash before departure." 

"On April 21, 2010, [blacked out] sent an email to the Cl and advised that he has enough cargo 
for 100 flights if the first flight is successful." 

"On April 28, 2010, [blacked out] sent an email to the Cl and also sent a copy of the email to 
CHANOCH MILLER and advised that CHANOCH MILLER, who was the buyer in Israel and who 
would sign the contract and pay the Cl, had accepted the price at least verbally but was hoping to 
get the first flight done sooner." 

Miller arranged through the same confidential informant to purchase 700 AK-47s, 200 in the U.S. 
and 500 in Panama, and fly them to Somaliland earlier this month. On June 15, 2010, the 
indictment states, Miller wired $116,000 from an Israeli bank to a Broward County, Florida Wells 
Fargo branch to pay for the air services including a $2,000 commission for his co-defendant, the 
indictment said. 

June 19, 2010 -- Irish Daily Mirror -- ISRAELI spies from Mossad are operating in this country, 
building up intelligence files on dozens of Irish citizens, the Irish Daily Mirror can reveal. Some of 
their operatives are monitoring Muslim groups here but others are gathering intelligence on Irish 
people with "Palestinian sympathies". The ruthless spooks are secretly stalking and photographing 
members of organisations bringing aid to Gaza and are also thought to be intercepting their phone 
calls . . . Israel views Ireland as a weak link in the fight against those Islamic groups opposed to 
the Middle East state. An Irish Government source has confirmed that agents from Mossad and 
Israeli Defence Force intelligence are operating here. The source said: "It's not surprising that 
agents are here. That's the way Israel works. It wouldn't be just Ireland - Mossad agents are all 
over the place. It it understood that communications between Gaza support groups and Islamic 
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charities in the Middle and Far East are being monitored by the Israelis. Phone calls, faxes and 
emails are also being intercepted with the help of US and British intelligence services who share 
their information. Last week it emerged that Israeli spies photographed the crew of the MV Rachel 
Corrie aid ship in Dundalk, Co Louth, before it embarked for Gaza. After their arrest by Israeli 
security forces, members of the crew claimed their captors showed them photographs of 
themselves taken in Dundalk port before they set sail." 

June 18, 2010 -- New York Times. A Queens man was charged on Thursday with fraudulently 
taking over a sewer-cleaning company from a widow while she was in Israel burying her husband 
and son. The husband and son of the widow, Sarah Dahan, died last year when they were 
overcome by deadly fumes as they were cleaning a dry well at a recycling plant in Queens. A 
worker at the plant also died after he went into the well to try to rescue them. The June 2009 
accident captured headlines, and cast a spotlight on the dangers of toxic-gas buildup in confined 
spaces. Intent on burying her husband and son in Israel, Ms. Dahan left the company she and her 
husband had founded in the hands of a trusted employee. Prosecutors say the employee, Ygal 
Lalush, 42, of Flushing, changed the locks, stole the company's four trucks, wrote $30,000 in 
company checks for his personal benefit and basically started running the business out of his 
home under a different corporate name. 

Feb. 26, 2010 -- Jerusalem Post. Israeli backpacker Dor Gur will stand trial in India on Tuesday 
for carrying a satellite phone without a license. According to Gur's sister, the 23-year-old is not 
associated with drugs or any other prohibited activities except for illegally carrying the phone. Gur 
was arrested on February 17 while trekking in Uttarkashi in Northern India, and was released on 
bail last Tuesday with the help of the Israeli Embassy and Gur's father, who travelled to India 
following the arrest. Indian authorities are holding onto to Gur's passport to ensure he won't 
flee the country before the trial. "My brother is just a regular boy traveling with a satellite 
phone," Liron Gur told the Jerusalem Post on Wednesday, "and now he is waiting for a trial." 
According to an article published on a Polish news Web site a few days ago, a Polish tourist was 
also arrested in India on the same charges, but was later released with a hundred Rupee fine. 
Indian authorities told the Web site that they are cracking down on the usage of 
satellite phones because they are often used by terrorists. 

Dec. 22, 2009 -- US Fed News. The United Kindom Border Agency issued the following press 
release: Eight Israeli illegal workers have been removed from the UK after they were caught 
selling hair and beauty products to Christmas shoppers at Cribbs Causeway. Acting on 
intelligence, officers from the UK Border Agency went to two stalls in The Mall, Cribbs Causeway, 
simultaneously at 1130 on Tuesday, 15 December. At a stall selling Dead Sea beauty products, 
a woman and three men were arrested for suspected immigration offences while a further four 
Israeli nationals - three women and a man - were arrested at the Arnica hair styling stall. The 
eight, all aged in their 20s, were taken to Trinity Road, Southmead and Staple Hill police stations 
for further interviews to be carried out. It was later confirmed that all eight were in the UK on 
visitor visas which did not give them the right to work. They were kept in detention before being 
removed to Israel on Wednesday. 

Dec. 21, 2009 -- Digital Journal. "The story dates back to the 1980s, and centers on the illegal 
harvesting of body organs by Israeli physicians. The crimes have come back to light after 
Chief Pathologist Dr. Hiss admitted to the thefts in an interview from 2000. The incrimination was 
made public on Israel's Channel 2 television over the weekend, and re-published in Iran. During 
the interview, which was conducted in 2000, Dr. Jehuda Hiss, the former head of the Abu Kabir 
Forensic Institute admitted that Israel deliberately harvested organs without permission from dead 
Palestinians during the 1980s and 1990s. The Channel 2 report was based on a news story 
published in Sweden this summer called "Our sons plundered for their organs." The author of "Our 
sons," Donald Bostrom, wrote about the allegations made by some Palestinian families that Israel 
was killing Palestinians in order to harvest their organs. Israelis responded to the claims made in 
the article saying the allegations were false - but said that it was worthwhile to investigate 
possible illegal organ harvesting in Israel, partly because Israel's Chief Pathologist, Dr. Hiss, had 
been temporarily removed from his position as State Pathologist after Israel learned of his role in 
the illegal activity, which took place under Hiss's watch over a 20 year period. Bostrom's article 
generated controversy in the summer, and attempts were made to discredit the story. Under fire, 
Bostrom publicly "clarified" his story to say it was based on unproven claims from Palestinian 
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families who had lost their sons during the 1992 uprising. Because of the controversy over 
Bostrom's article, Berkley anthropologist Nancy Scheper-Hughes released an interview she had 
conducted with Hiss in 2000 about the illegal harvesting of organs. 

Nov. 2, 2009 -- BBC -- "A Russian businessman who was convicted in Israel as a KGB spy has 
been shot dead in Moscow, police say. Investigators said Shabattai Kalmanovich, 60, was killed 
by gunmen who fired at his Mercedes from a passing car, Russian media reported. His driver was 
seriously wounded in the attack but tried to chase the killers, reports said. Mr. Kalmanovich was 
well known in Russia as a music concert promoter and as a basketball sponsor. His killing 
appeared to have been "carefully planned", a police official was quoted by ITAR-Tass news agency 
as saying. In televised remarks, Moscow Investigative Committee chief Anatoly Bagmet said the 
killing could have been related to Mr. Kalmanovich's business affairs or have been driven by 
"personal revenge". Mr. Kalmanovich emigrated from the former Soviet Union to Israel in 1971 
and in 1988 was jailed for spying for the KGB, media reports said. He was released after serving 
five years and relocated to Sierra Leone, where he made a fortune in the diamonds trade. He 
later returned to Russia where he ran a large shopping centre in Moscow and promoted concerts 
for stars including Michael Jackson and Liza Minnelli. Mr. Kalmanovich also sponsored basketball 
clubs and in 2008 became general manager of the Russian women's basketball team. 

October 21, 2009 - CNN -- Semion Mogilevich may be the most powerful man you've never 
heard of. The FBI says Mogilevich, a Russian mobster, has been involved in arms trafficking, 
prostitution, extortion and murder for hire. He has access to so much, including funding, including 
other criminal organizations, that he can, with a telephone call and order, affect the global 
economy," said FBI Supervisory Special Agent Peter Kowenhoven. Mogilevich's alleged brutality, 
financial savvy and international influence have earned him a slot on the FBI's Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives list, though he has lived and operated from Moscow, Russia, for years, e is accused of 
swindling Canadian and U.S. investors out of $150 million in a complex international financial 
scheme. It centered on a firm called YBM, which purportedly made magnets at a factory in 
Hungary. Athorities say the scheme involved preparing bogus financial books and records, lying to 
Securities and Exchange Commission officials, offering bribes to accountants and inflating stock 
values of YBM, which was headquartered in Newtown, Pennsylvania . . . Russian authorities 
arrested him last year on tax fraud charges, but because the United States does not have an 
extradition treaty with Russia, he remained beyond the reach of U.S. law enforcement. He is now 
free on bail. 

Oct. 1, 09 - Israel Business Arena. Israeli press reports that Russia has expelled a senior Israeli 
diplomat on allegations of espionage and intelligence gathering, actions which violates bilateral 
agreements. The diplomat, Shmuel Polishuk, is based at the Israeli Embassy in Moscow. 

Polishuk is the Chief Consul and local director of Nativ Liaison Bureau of the Prime Minister's 
Office, which seeks to encourage immigration from Russia. The diplomat returned to Israel on 
Tuesday after the Russian authorities gave him five days to leave the country. He is unlikely to go 
back. The Russian Federal Counterintelligence Service (FSK) detained Polishuk for questioning last 
week. The FSK agents detained him when he was out of his office. Since he holds a diplomatic 
passport, he is immune from arrest or being put on trial; instead he was released and ordered to 
leave the country. 

Oct. 1, 09 (AP) -- Israeli authorities charged an enigmatic Russian-born tycoon who has fled the 
country with fraud and money laundering, according to court documents filed Thursday. 
Prosecutors say Arkady Gaydamak conspired with senior Israeli banking executives to conceal 
financial activities worth around $175 million. Officers of one of Israel's leading banks were also 
indicted ... He bought a popular football club in Jerusalem and underwrote high-profile 
philanthropic projects, like a beachside vacation village for Israelis fleeing Hezbollah rocket fire in 
the north of the country in 2006. He left Israel late last year for Russia under a growing cloud of 
suspicion of financial crimes, and after his campaign to become mayor of Jerusalem ended in a 
humiliating defeat. 


Sep. 20, 09 Digital Journal -- Filipino woman was found and freed by Israeli police last week in 
East Jerusalem. She had been kept captive by the family for almost two years. Israeli police made 
the announcement that they arrested two people in the case on September 13. 2009. The woman 
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told police her passport had been taken away by her employers, confined to the house and forced 
to work. She also claimed she had been locked in a bathroom at times. While she had been 
initially been hired to work for the family, she had not been paid. The woman said her employers 
accused her of stealing expensive jewellery and threatened to turn her in to police. Fearing arrest, 
the woman complied with them. According to a U.S. State Department report, Trafficking in 
Persons, June 2009, Israel is a "Tier 2" country, "...a destination country for men and women 
trafficked for the purposes of forced labor and sexual exploitation. Low-skilled workers from 
China, Romania, Turkey, Thailand, the Philippines, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and India migrate 
voluntarily and legally to Israel for contract labor in the construction, agriculture, and health care 
industries. Some, however, subsequently face conditions of forced labor, including the unlawful 
withholding of passports, restrictions on movement, non-payment of wages, threats, and physical 
intimidation. Many labor recruitment agencies in source countries and in Israel require workers to 
pay recruitment fees ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 " a practice that makes workers highly 
vulnerable to trafficking or debt bondage once in Israel. Women from Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, 
Uzbekistan, Belarus, and China are trafficked to Israel for forced prostitution, often by 
organized crime groups across the border with Egypt. 

Sep. 15, 09 -- Russia and CIS General Newswire. Israeli public figures have expressed concern 
about last month's arrest of the leader of Russian nongovernmental organization Justice, 

Dmitry Baranovsky, who was accused of extortion. "Fearing for the life and rights of Dmitry 
Baranovsky, we have repeatedly suggested that he move to Israel and conduct his investigations 
from here. We have even been prepared to help him obtain an Israeli passport - he has the right 
to repatriation and Israeli citizenship," David Eidelman, head of the Institute for Strategic 
Interaction and a former adviser to the Israeli prime minister, said in a statement on Tuesday. 
Eidelman said in his statement that he plans to collect signatures under a petition for 
Baranovsky's release and to organize pickets to demand freedom for Baranovsky. Michael Ben- 
Ari, a member of the Israeli parliament for the National Union party, sent a letter to Russian 
Justice Minister Alexander Konovalov asking the Russian ministry to "check allegations by human 
rights activists that offenses have been committed in this case due to Dmitry Baranovsky's anti¬ 
corruption activities." Late last month, a Russian law enforcement source told Interfax that 
Baranovsky had been arrested in Moscow on suspicion of large-scale extortion. 

Aug. 13, ITAR-TASS. Moscow Military District Court on Thursday prolonged detainment in custody 
for ten people suspected of selling women into sexual slavery to European and Middle East 
countries, the court's press secretary, Alexander Minchanovsky told Itar-Tass . . .The group of 
defendants includes six Russians, five citizens of Moldova and two Israelis." A total of 130 
women have been recognized victims in connection with the case," he said. "They have passports 
of Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Moldova, and Russia." 

Investigators have established that the women were sold to Israel, Italy, Spain, Germany, 

Greece, the Netherlands, and the United Arab Emirates in the period of 1999 through 2007.. . In 
May 2007, an Israeli citizen Avi Yanai, who had twice been sentenced to punishments by a court 
in Flaifa, and two persons having citizenship of a CIS country were arrested in Moscow." 

Jul 27, 09 ITAR TASS -- The suspects in the Arbat-Prestizh tax evasion case have been 
released on recognizance, spokeswoman for the Investigations Committee department under the 
Russian Interior Ministry Irina Dudukina told Itar-Tass on Monday. "Vladimir Nekrasov and 
Sergei Shnaider have been released on recognizance not to flee, as the 12-month period - the 
maximum term of custody - has expired, and the Code Criminal Procedure provides for changing 
the measure of restraint in such cases, if the crimes the person is accused of are not serious," 
Dudukina said. Nekrasov and Shnaider were detained within the framework of a tax evasion case 
on January 23, 2008. The investigators said "in the period from January 2005 to December 2006, 
by stating false information in their tax declarations, Nekrasov evaded the payment of taxes to the 
tune of 49.511 million roubles. On July 21, 2009, new charges were brought against them. The 
new charges contain references to five contracts, whereas the old charges mentioned six. Sergei 
Shnaider is better known as Semyon Mogilevich. Fie is also known as Saiman, Suvorov, 
Telesh, and Palagnyuk. He has been wanted by law-enforcement bodies of Russia, 
Ukraine, Israel and the USA for more than 15 years. In the United States, police wanted him 
on suspicion of fraud, money laundering and racket. 

July 20, 09 BNS -- Ukrainian border officials detained on Friday Afghan illegals using counterfeit 
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Estonian passports to enter West Europe. A group of six illegals was detained on Ukraine's border 
with Poland in a train bound for Berlin, Russian news agency Interfax reported. They presented to 
border guards fake Estonian passports. Together with the Afghans a German and a Ukrainian 
accompanying them were arrested. The Ukrainian was carrying a forged Israeli passport. 

July 10 09 (Itar-Tass) -- Ukrainian prosecutors suspect Russia's wanted and self-exiled tycoon 

Boris Berezovsky to be involved in alleged poisoning of President Viktor Yushchenko and 

questioned him in London, the Segodnya daily reported on Thursday. 

It said prosecutor Alexei Donskoy questioned Berezovsky in the Ukrainian embassy in London. The 
daily quoted Deputy Prosecutor General Nikolai Golomsha as saying Berezovsky's suspected 
involvement "is being investigated very thoroughly". 

"We have communicated with Berezovsky in London, and we still have questions to him and we do 
not conceal that," Golomsha was quoted as saying. 

July 8, 09 - INTERFAX. The VTB has filed a claim with the High Court in London demanding a 
payment of R3.17bn from entrepreneur Shalva Chigirinskiy. The Interfax-AFI agency is in the 
possession of a copy of the claim. In addition to Chigirinskiy, Gradison Consultants is also 
named as a defendant in the lawsuit. On the basis of this claim, a preliminary arrest of all assets 
of the defendants has been conducted, including those they control indirectly through third 
parties, worth R3.11bn in total, a source familiar with the situation told the Interfax-AFI agency. 
Among the assets the sale and use of which has been banned are development projects of 
Chigirinskiy's company Russian Land, including the Rossiya tower and Hotel Rossiya, the source 
said. 

Jun 18, 2009 -- ITAR-TASS. Moscow is forwarding a request to London to extradite former co¬ 
owner of the Euroset mobile communications retail chain Yevgeny Chichvarkin, and hopes 
London will meet it, Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Andrei Nesterenko said on Thursday. 

"The person is wanted by Interpol, for arrest and extradition," Nesterenko noted, "in connection 
with serious charges under the article on abduction and threats to use violence, dangerous for life 
and health." Nesterenko explained that due to the establishment of Chichvarkin's whereabouts, 
the Russian Prosecutor General's Office stated that "an extradition request is being forwarded to 
London." . . . Gridneva said Chichvarkin is accused of involvement in kidnapping, extortion and 
arbitrariness, under three articles of the Russian Criminal Code. Specifically, he is accused on 
involvement in the abduction of former shipping agent Andrei Vlaskin in 2003. On January 28, 
2009, Moscow's Basmanny court sanctioned Chichvarkin's arrest in absentia. Euroset vice- 
president Boris Levin and his deputy Andrei Yermilov are suspects in this episode. On 
September 4, 2008, Moscow's Basmanny court sanctioned their arrest. 

Jun 9, 2009 ITAR-TASS. A prosecutor at Moscow Region's Krasnogorsky court on Tuesday 
demanded that Boris Berezovsky, accused of stealing AvtoVAZ funds, be sentenced to 15 years 
in absentia, Berezovsky's lawyer Valery Doronin said. "The prosecutor demanded that Berezovsky 
be sentenced to 15 years in jail in absentia, and the second defendant - Yuli Dubov - to 9 years in 
a general regime penitentiary," Doronin said . . . Boris Berezovsky and Yuli Dubov are accused of 
the crime covered by Article 147, Part 3 (fraud) and Article 174, Part 3 (money laundering) of the 
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, the Prosecutor General's Office told Tass. "Investigators 
believe that Berezovsky, as leader of a organized criminal group, used his personal relations with 
the AvtoVAZ administration, and in 1994 organized the drawing and signing of a contract 
between the AvtoVAZ private company and the LogoVAZ private firm. Berezovsky and several 
members of his criminal group acted as LogoVAZ executives. . . Berezovsky, who lives in Great 
Britain, has been charged on 11 counts, including with the theft of 13 million dollars from the 
SBS-Agro bank. On November 29, 2007, Moscow's Savyolovsky court found him guilty of 
stealing 215 million roubles belonging to the Aeroflot company and sentenced him to 6 years in 
jail in absentia." 

Jun 1, 2009 -- ITAR-TASS. Arbat-Prestizh perfume retail network owner Vladimir Nekrasov and 
businessman Sergei Shnaider, also known as Semyon Mogilevich, plead not guilty at Moscow's 
Tushinsky Court on Monday . . . Shnaider and Nekrasov were detained on January 23, 2008 and 
charged with tax evasion. According to the investigators, "Nekrasov underpaid 49,511,000 rubles 
of taxes in the period from January 2005 to December 2006 by deliberately stating wrong 
information in tax declarations". Both emphatically claim innocence. Shnaider has some twelve 
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surnames - Saiman, Suvorov, Telesh and Palagnyuk. He has been wanted by law- 
enforcement bodies of Russia and other states for 15 years. In the United States, he is suspected 

of fraud, money laundering and racketeering. 

May 20, 2009, ITAR-TASS. Moscow's Tushinsky Court on Wednesday refused to release Arbat- 
Prestizh perfume retail network owner Vladimir Nekrasov and businessman Sergei Shnaider, 
also known as Semyon Mogilevich, on bail of 240 million roubles... Shnaider and Nekrasov were 
detained on January 23, 2008 and charged with tax evasion. 

According to the investigators, "Nekrasov underpaid 49,511,000 rubles of taxes in the period from 
January 2005 to December 2006 by deliberately stating wrong information in tax declarations". 
Both emphatically claim innocence. Shnaider has some twelve surnames - Saiman, Suvorov, 
Telesh and Palagnyuk. He has been wanted by law-enforcement bodies of Russia and other 
states for 15 years. In the United States, he is suspected of fraud, money laundering and 
racketeering. 

April 30, 2009 -- April 30, 2009, Xinhua. "Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman was 
interrogated eight hours by the National Fraud Squad of the Israel Police over suspected 
corruption. This was the fourth interrogation undergone by the minister since he took office in 
March. Spokesman for Israel Police, Micky Rosenfeld, told Xinhua that Lieberman was probed over 
the suspected corruption case in which he received a bribe via a consulting company where his 
daughter worked. He is also suspected of other offenses, including fraud, breach of trust, and 
violation of money laundering legislation. 

Apr. 7, 2009 Interfax. The defunct oil company Yukos's former major shareholder Leonid Nevzlin 
was in charge of neutralizing business rivals on instruction from the company's ex-head Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky, the prosecution claims. "At Khodorkovsky's order Nevzlin was to neutralize and 
counter business rivals," Prosecutor Valery Lakhtin said reading out an indictment on the second 
criminal case opened against Khodorkovsky and his former business partner Platon Lebedev. 

The reading of the indictment began on Tuesday. 

Lakhtin said the organized group, led by Khodorkovsky and Lebedev, comprised major Yukos 
shareholders and top managers, including Nevzlin, Dmitry Gololobov, Vasily Aleksanyan, 
Mikhail Brudno and Vasily Shakhnovsky. . . The Moscow City Court sentenced Nevzlin in 
absentia to life imprisonment on several criminal charges, including the charge of organizing 
murders. The tax evasion case, started against Shakhnovsky, was heard in the court earlier. 

Mar. 30, 2009 - Folha 8. Two creatures (Isabel dos Santos and Tchize dos Santos); two different 
origins (Isabel - Russian, Tchize - Angolan); two different characters (Isabel - discrete, Tchize - 
exhibitionist); two different world views (Isabel - merciless and impetuous when it comes to easy 
profits and an obsession with grandeur by achieving the milestones that mark the Dos Santos 
empire even outside Angola, Tchize - an appetite for more common investments of average 
quality); two different ways of living life (Isabel - circles around like-minded magnates in 
conventional circles, Tchize - the growing middle class and so-called bohemian personalities). This 
is without a doubt, a battle between Sobriety and Eccentricity (extravagance) ... It is said that 
Isabel dos Santos, the first-born daughter of the Angolan president is, as the "nature of her 
origins suggest" the daughter of a Soviet mother (from Azerbaijan), does not know the sound of 
the Angolan slums (red earth or dust-filled suburbs) and lived in London where she studied 
management and qualified as an engineer . . . Isabel owns everything worthwhile in Angola from 
2000 onwards: This includes banks - BPA, BCP, MILLENIUM, BPI, BAI, BPN, BES, BIC and BPN; 
she has large investments in Caixa Geral de Depositos; owns lucrative shares in Sonangol, is the 
majority shareholder in DIAMANG; owns UNITEL and GALP; holds important shares in Tona, owns 
CIMANGOLA and ELISEL (a cleaning company in Luanda); she also owns the cultural resort, Ilha 
Miami Beach; has a share in ODEBRECHT, the most protected foreign company in Angola; and 
various other modest shares in less important enterprises. She also has a hand in the Terra 
Verde project, presumably in partnership with the Israeli, Arkadi Gaydamak, as well as 
apartments that have been built or are still to be built on public land that once belonged to the 
people. 

March 23, 09 Itar-Tass -- The Moscow City Court on Monday extended, to May 23, the term of 
arrest of the suspects in the tax evasion case against the Arbat Prestizh company: director 
general Vladimir Nekrasov and businessman Sergei Shnaider. 
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"A Moscow City Court judge passed a resolution under which the custody for Nekrasov and 
Shnaider has been extended by two months, to May 23," Moscow City Court spokeswoman Anna 
Usachyova told Itar-Tass. The court thereby met the investigators' petition. 

Sergei Shnaider, and owner of the network of Arbat Prestizh fragrance stores Vladimir 
Nekrasov were detained on January 23, 2008, within the criminal case over tax evasion. 
According to the investigators, "Nekrasov evaded paying 49,511,000 roubles by filling in tax 
statements with unauthentic information in the period from January 2005 until December 
2006."The defendants flatly deny their guilt. Sergei Shnaider, also known as Semyon 
Mogilevich, has some 12 surnames - Saiman, Suvorov, Telesh, Palagnyuk. He has been 
wanted by law-enforcement bodies of Russia and other states for 15 years. In the United States, 
he is suspected of fraud, money laundering and racket. 

"Arms Dealer Arrested in Kazakhstan" Ma'ariv, March 29, 2009, "An Israeli arms dealer, Boris 
Sheinkman, 62, who worked as an agent for the Israeli defense industries, was arrested last 
Friday by the secret service in Kazakhstan. The Foreign Ministry is aware of the affair, but until 
now no representative from the Israeli embassy in the capital Astana has been permitted to meet 
with him--and he has also been barred from meeting with an attorney. 

Sheinkman was arrested on Friday, about a week ago, while walking on the street in the city 
Almaty. He was later transferred for detention in the capital Astana. At first, his family members 
did not know where he had disappeared, but a few hours later it became clear to them that he 
had been arrested by the secret service. 

Professional sources in Israel assess that the background for Sheinkman's arrest was a struggle 
between senior officials in the Kazakh Defense Ministry and the local secret service. Another 
possibility is that Russia stands behind his arrest, because it was displeased with the fact that 
Israel was selling arms to Kazakhstan, which is considered within its area of influence. 

Boris Sheinkman represents four Israeli companies in Kazakhstan: Soltam, Israel Military 
Industries (IMI), Elbit and Aeronautics Defense Systems. These companies have been 
doing a brisk business in Kazakhstan, amounting to nearly USD 300 million in the years 
2007-2008 in a number of sophisticated arms deals. 

Soltam upgraded for the Kazakh army D-30 truck-mounted cannons, and IMI upgraded 
multipurpose short and medium-range mortar launchers, for ranges between 15 to 40 kilometers, 
which are mounted on APCs and Russian trucks. Aeronautics sold the Kazakhs unmanned aerial 
vehicles, and Elbit developed computer software for command and control of launchers. 

The deal for upgrading the launchers and cannons was finalized a year and a half ago, and their 
supply started ten months ago. Close to the time of finalizing the deal, the Kazakh secret service, 
the KNB (the equivalent of the GSS), launched an internal investigation of the army, the goal of 
which was to examine why it was decided to purchase the Israeli equipment. The investigation 
was accompanied by a great deal of hostile media attention. It was alleged more than once that 
Israel sold Kazakhstan outmoded equipment and failed to meet its commitments. One of 
the patrons of the deal with Israel was the Kazakh deputy defense minister, who is responsible for 
acquisitions. 

Relevant sources in Israel told Ma'ariv that as part of the deal, the Kazakh army received unique 
equipment that no other country in the world has. "The combination of a UAV with batteries of 
cannons and rockets is unique, and the IMI multipurpose launchers are also unique. Neither 
Russia nor the Americans have these," said the source. 

Sheinkman, 62, holds a doctorate in science and was a colonel in the Red Army, stationed in 
Kazakhstan for over 20 years. He and his family immigrated to Israel in 1991 from Kazakhstan, 
and Sheinkman still spends most of his time there. 

After his arrest was reported, the Israeli consul in Kazakhstan requested to meet with Sheinkman. 
He received authorization and came to the place where he was being held, but after waiting for 
several hours, it became apparent that he could not meet with him. The family also intends to 
appeal to President Shimon Peres, who is known for his good relations with Kazakhstan. 
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Mar. 19, 2009 -- Baltic News Service. The second-tier Tallinn circuit court Thursday left in force 
the long prison terms meted out to three Israeli citizens for smuggling into Estonia a record 
amount of cocaine. The appeal court did not satisfy the complaints of Israeli citizens Meir 
Shushan (39), Shimon Yaloz (36) and Nahum Yaron Kahana (46) and their defense lawyers, 
Leonid Olovyanishnikov, Anatoly Yaroslavsky and Andres Veski in which they appealed for the 
acquittal of their defendants, claiming that their guilt had not been proven . . . Initially also Israeli 
citizens Mosche Moris Benyamin (63) was on trial, but he got a stroke while in prison and was 
taken to reanimation. As a result the court cancelled his arrest and the man's relatives took him 
home to Israel. The Central Criminal Police detained the men connected with the smuggling of 
more than 43 kilograms of cocaine into Estonia on October 11, 2005 and they were arrested. 

Mar. 4, 2009 -- CTK. A Brno court today sent 13 members of the Ukrainian mafia, part of the so 
called Luhan Brigade, to prison for trading in counterfeit dollars and euros, for fraud and illegal 
possession of arms . . . The court did not prove how the gang members had obtained the 
counterfeit banknotes. According to the judge, they might come from counterfeiter's 
workshops in Israel. The Luhan Brigade is the strongest branch of the Ukrainian mafia 
operating in Moravia and Silesia. Their counterfeit banknotes were of a high quality, which often 
misled even experts from banks and exchange offices. The gang supplied counterfeit banknotes 
worth several million crowns to the market. 

TASS, Nov. 28, 2008 -- The Somalia pirates are controlled by the international mafia, Somalian 
Ambassador In Russia Mohammed Mahmud Handule believes. "Not only Somalians are to blame 
for piracy. They are merely executors," the diplomat stressed, commenting on the increasingly 
frequent seizure of ships off the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden. 

"One can hardly believe that pirates could capture the Saudi "Sirius Star" super-tanker with two 
million barrels of petroleum on board without thorough preparations and assistance," he told the 
newspaper "Moskovsky Komsomolets". The ambassador cited the Saudi press, that it would have 
taken two hours for two pirate motorboats to capture a huge vessel as high as a multi-storey 
building. The Saudis, he said, are sure that only two countries, namely Israel and Iran, could 
train men for such operations. 


Generally, readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post on this web 
site. Comments are subject to the site's terms and conditions of use and do not necessarily 
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